PUBLISHED MONTHLY, 
SOCIAL AcTION, 


MISSIONS BUILDING 


INDIANAPOLIS, 


NO. 17 VOL. U1) 


NATIONAL C.0. COUNCIL ORGANIZED - WORKS OUT 
PLANS FOR CIVILIAN SERVICE 


Under the auspices of a number of religious 
odies having a traditionally pacifist bac k- 
round, a National Council for Religious Con- 
cientious Objectors has been organized and 
ffices have been opened at 1205 National Press 
ldg., Washington, D. C. As indicated in the 
itie, the Council will concern itself solely 
ith religious conscientious objectors. Repre- 
ented on the Council are the Church of the 
rethren Service Committee, Dunkard Brethren, 
merican Friends Service Committee, and the 
ennonite Central Peace Committee. The Fellow- 
hip of Reconciliation will also hold member- 
hip and the World Peace Commission of the 
ethodist Church will have a consultative re- 
ationship through its secretary, Dr. Charles 
‘.- Boss, Jr. Dr. Paul Comly French, of the 
mericen Friends Service Committee will be 
xecutive secretary. 


The Council will attempt to interpret the 
eligious conscientious objector to federal 
uthorities in charge of administration of the 
‘elective Training and Service Act and will 
eek to aid the government in every possible 
‘ay in handling problems which arise. 


The Council reports that it has worked out 
rith Dr. Clarence Dykstra, Director of Selec- 
ive Training and Service, plans covering "work 
f£ national importance under civilian direc- 
ion" to which C.0Os. who cannot accept non-com- 
atant service in the armed forces will be as- 
igned. Three types of projects have been ap- 
rroved. Type I will consist of work directly 
inder governmental agencies, financed by the 
rovernmental agency involved, and will be used 
lainly for technically trained persons. Type 
‘I will consist of work camps in conjunction 
ith various governmental agencies, but under 
-he administration of the American Friends 
service Committee, the Brethren Peace Commit- 
fee, and the Mennonite Central Peace Commit- 
see. The government will finance tools, shel- 
er and food in these camps, while the admin- 
strative agency responsible will supply camp 
lirector, nurse and dietician. The government 
rill provide technical supervision. The first 
init to be approved under Type eer wielar \ pea 
-amp in Rockingham County, Virginia, in con- 
junction with the Soil Conservation Service. 
‘ype III will consist of camps operated by var- 
ous religious groups, which have been approved 
19 work of national importance, and will be sup- 
yorted entirely by the administrating agency. 
three camps of this type have been approved. 

(Continued on page four) 
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THE FEDERAL COUNCIL STRIKES BACK 


For a number of years the Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America has been 
subjected to scurrilous and unjustified attacks 
emanating from antagonistic and often irrespon- 
sible sources. Many of these attacks have 
sought to show that the Federal Council is al- 
lied with subversive and unAmerican groups and 
that its loyalty to American ideals is some- 
thing less than 100 percent. For the most part 
these attacks have gone unanswered, but when 
an organization calling itself "American Women 
Against Communism" launched an attack last 
spring andin September published an "Open Let- 
ter" to the delegates to the General Convention 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church meeting in 
Kansas City, the officers of the Council felt 
it was time to speak out. Accordingly a "Men- 
orandum"was issued over the signatures of Dr. 
George W. Buttrick, president, Dr. John R. 
Mott, vice president, Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, 
general secretary, Dr. Walter W. Van Kirk, 
secretary of the department of international 
justice and goodwill, Dr. William Adams Brown 
and Dr. Henry Smith Leiper. The "Memorandum" 
pointed out that the effort of the "Open Let- 
ter" of “American Women Against Communism” to 
make it appear that five allegedly radical 
speakers in Kansas City during the General 
Convention were connected with the Federal 
Council was false and unjustified. Instead, 
not a single one of the five allegedly radical 
speakers had any connection with the organiza- 
tion. A document published by "American Women 
Against Communism" last spring under the title, 
"The Federal Council of Churches Speaks" is, 
these leaders declare, replete with misrepre- 
sentations and errors of fact. This document 
implied that there was something reprehensible 
about the National Study Conference on the 
Churches and the International Situation be- 
cause it advocated some form of federal union 
among the nations of the world. It led read- 
ers to believe that it is wrong for the Fed- 
eral Council to defend the liberty of con- 
science of conscientious objectors to war and 
designated some of the most imminent reli- 
gious leaders in America by names as "ter- 
mites in the temple." 


The Federal Council went further and re- 
vealed that the "American Women Against Com- 
munism" group got its information from one A. 
Cloyd Gill, who turns out to be associated with 
guch anti-Semetic and Fascist-minded indivi- 
duals as Major General George Van Horn Moseley, 
Fritz Kuhn, convicted Bundist leader, and Allan 
Zoll, indicted on extortion in connection with 
the picketing of radio station WMCA. 


DR. FOSDICK COUNSELS DISCIPLE MINISTER ON PREACHING IN WAR-TIME 


When Congress passed the conscription law, Harrison McMains, pastor at Jasper, Ala, wrote ee 
Emerson Fosdick asking what advice he could give a young minister about preaching in bears me. 
We have obtained permission of both Dr. Fosdick and Mr. McMains to reproduce his reply below. 


THE RIVERSIDE CHURCH 


RIVERSIDE DRIVE at 122ND STREET 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 


Ministers 
HARRY EMERSON FOSDICK 
EUGENE C. CARDER 
C. IVAR HELLSTROM 


October 7, 1940 


Rev. Harrison McMains, Jr. 
First Christian Church 
Jasper, Alabama 


Dear Mr. McMains: 


In answer to your letter of October, I cannot, of course, send anything like an adequate 
answer. May I suggest, however, if you will take it as merely tentatively presented and hast- 
ily dictated, some such program as this. 


First, stay out of this present war. Not as a pacifist simply but as a citizen, for the 
most realistic reasons. I am sure that for us to inherit this war from France and England would 
be the greatest disaster in the history of the republic. Our business is steadfastly to refuse 
to be belligerently involved in this or any other transoceanic war. 


Second, I have always said that disarmament can never be unilateral. It can come only by in- 
ternational agreement. I have never protested, therefore, against our having an army and a navy 
because that would have been useless. Why should I protest now against having an adequate one? 
In this matter, pacifist or non-pacifist, we are, despite ourselves, entangled in the war system. 
Like economic reformers who still depend for their livelihood on the economic system they are 
trying to get rid of, so we, who hate the war system, are nevertheless part of the war system 
and must make practical realistic decisions as best we can with our ultimate goal in mind. It 
is not my function to plead for rearmament. My voice is not only not needed there, but it is 
grossly out of place there. I profoundly disapprove of those clergymen who can do no better 
than try on Sundays to be ecclesiastical Dorothy Thompsons. I really hate rearmament and every 
other aspect of the war system. My business is to point out its tremendous dangers. My realis- 
tic judgment is, however, that under the circumstances the nation will try to make its inade- 
quate military defense adequate. 


Third, watch with ceaseless vigilance the Hitlerizing of America to meet Hitler. The Fascist 
sentiment in this country called by democratic names and expressed in our own peculiar terms ig 
very strong. Regimentation will be seized on by powerful groups as a great opportunity, and 
millions will be swept into a totalitarian movement if war comes to us and continues long. We 
need to stand resolutely against the things that will kill our democracy from inside while we 
are getting ready to fight for it on the outside. 


Fourth, if Hitler attacks, then, each in his own way, resist. At this point pacifism is com- 
monly misunderstood. It is identified with mere submission. I hear Denmark used as an example 
of the pacifist attitude. That is nonsense. “Denmark merely submitted. Gandhi in India has not 
submitted. He has organized an incorrigible, tireless, courageous system of non-violent resis- 


tance. I profoundly admire him, and venture to predict that his method will have a long and 
powerful influence in the world. So far as America is concerned, no such mass movement of non- 
violent resistance is realistically conceivable. Many individuals, however, will be in good 


conscience bound to refuse violent resistance. If Hitler invades America, which I do not think 
now is at all conceivable, I shall endeavor to make the Riverside Church, so long as I am here, 
hospitable to and the servant of both those who resist in violent and non-violent ways. Leyton 
Edwards, one of the leading pacifist ministers in England, in both the last war ana this one, 
has put the matter well: "If a man has not seen the significance cf the Christian reaction to 
aggressive evil as seen in the way of Jesus, it is better to react by way of war thannotto act 


Siac) qevikal yer The non-violent resisters, therefore, like the Quakers in many a war, accepting non- 
combative service, should still resist. 


Fifth, as for myself personally, I shall keep my pledge never, as a Christian minister, to 
support or sanction war. I shall refuse to prostitute my pulpit to make war seem sacred or holy. 
I shall not use Christ as a recruiting sergeant or put him into uniforn. I am essentially a 


Quaker, and my attitudes on the whole question are those that have long since become traditional 
in the Society of Friends. 


Cordially yours, 


an eee 


ON SOCIAL FRONTIERS 


Notwithstanding the vigilance of the Chil- 
reen's Bureau of the Department of Labor and 
ratifying progress in the task of eliminating 
ail labor from our industrial life, a total 
£1,738 children under 16 were found employed 
m violation of the minimum-age standard of 
mne Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938, between 
rotober 24, 1938 and October 1, 1940, accord- 
mg to an announcement made by Katherine Len- 
root, Chief of the Children's Bureau, on the 
eacond anniversary of the Act. Among definite 
mins noted are: improved administration of 
wxisting child-labor laws, enactment of new 
regislation to raise standards, and greater 
realization on the part of the public and en- 
Tloyers of the value of good child-labor leg- 
eslation and administration. 
HHH 
After two disastrous strikes in recent years, 
the last of which began in June of this year, 
Hhe Century Electric Company of St. Louis, manu- 
sacturers of electric motors and equipment, in 
~ctober signed acontract with the CIO electri- 
-al workers union, thus bringing to an end one 
-f the major industrial conflicts of that city. 
ced 
News that the United States will recognize 
januel Avila Camacho, Cardenas-supported can- 
idate, as the duly elected President of the 
‘epublic of Mexico to take office on December 
irst, has been accompanied by news stories 
eclaring that after all, Camacho is aconserv- 
tive and that he will probably reverse the 
~olicies followed by Cardenas. Speaking before 
.he Congress of the Sonora Labor Federation 
n Herm sillo, Sonora, on October 1, Vicente 
uwombardo Toledano, general secretary of the 
“TM (Mexican Workers Confederation), stated, 
‘Manuel Avila Camacho has authorized me to say 
shat it is his purpose to continue the work of 
she Mexican revolution, which has received such 
magnificent impetus from Lazaro Cardenas." 
KH 
Mexican organized laboris making a bid for 
setter understanding inthe United States thru 
Mexican Labor News, an attractive and well- 
edited mimeographed newsletter published by 
Jniversidad Obrera de Mexico, of Mexico City. 
HEE 
On August 27, 1940 an advisory referendum 
zag held in South Carolina on the question, 
"Do you favor discontinuing the legal sale 
of intoxicating liquors, wines, beers, and other 
intoxicating beverages, and the imposition of 
mew taxes to replace lost revenue 4s 4 result 
of the repeal of the present liquor law?" 
Final tabulation showed an affirmative vote 
of 162,540 to 110,994 for the opposition. The 
vote is advisory to the legislature, but not 
mandatory. The vote to repeal the present 
State-control system is remarkable in view of 
the alternative of additional taxes to replace 
revenue from liquor sources. 
bee 
Urban wage earners and clerical workers 
spend an average of $34 per year for doctor 
and dentist bills, according to figures of the 
U.S. Dept. of Labor, reported in Monthly Labor 
Review, June, 1940. Other medical costs, such 
as drugs, health and accident insurance bring 
the total bill for medical care to an average 
of slightly more than $59 per year, according 
to the report. This is equivalent to an ex- 
penditure of $16 per person, as compared to 
$76 per person estimated cost of adequate 
medical care on the present basis. 


JAMES MYERS WRIT"S BOOK ON CHURCH AND LABOR 


One of the serious needs in the field of 
religious literature has been for a book that 
will give church leaders a clear, impartial, 
objective understanding of the aims and pur- 
poses of organized labor and help them to un- 
derstand the underlying and often hidden fac- 
tors that complicate industrial disputes and 
often lead to open war between workers and 
employers. Perhaps no man in America is bet- 
ter fitted to render that service than James 
Myers, for 20 years Industrial Secretary of 
the Federal Council of Churches. Vike Gy Toht=y Ay 
book, "Do You Know Labor?" Mr. Myers has done 
just that. Published in good cloth binding by 
the National Home Library Foundation, Washing- 
ton, D.C., to sell at 50 cents, the book will 
be a valuable resource to pastors, directors 
of religious education, adult leaders, young 
people's leaders and others who want to know 
something about the labor movement in its re- 
lation to religion. 


Beginning with a chapter entitled "Up From 
Slavery," Mr. Myers describes the various types 
of labor unions, tackles the AFL-CIO contro- 
versy, tellshow grievances are adjusted, what 
causes strikes and how they can be prevented, 
goes into the question of responsibility of 
labor organizations, deals with such questions 
as profit-sharing, consumer cooperation, the 
National Labor Relations Act, Negroes and la- 
bor unions, workers and education, and the 
church and labor. 


The book is not, as is so often the case 
where writers are sympathetic to labor, an 
uncritical defense for labor. Mr. Myers knows 
the labor movement from both sides, having 
prior to coming to his present post been per- 
sonnel manager for an eastern industrial con- 
cern. He knows that there are labor rackets 
and labor racketeers. He knows that Commun- 
ists have tried to capture certain labor 
unions and that sometimes labor is respon- 
sible for violence in strikes. He also knows 
what employers have done to frustrate and 
defeat the legitimate aspirations of their 
workers. "Do You Know Labor?" is being recom- 
mended as a text for a new course in the 
Adult Conference curriculum entitled "The 
Church and Labor." 


DR. HARRY A. MILLIS APPOINTED TO LABOR BOARD 


Appointment of Dr. Harry A. Millis to the 
chairmanship of the National Labor Relations 
Board brings to that position one of the most 
experienced men in employer-employe relation- 
ships to be found in the United States. Dr. 
Millis was chosen in 1919 as impartial umpire 
inthe garment trades industry of that city fol- 
lowing a series of disastrous strikes. Under 
the terms of the contract signed with the gar- 
ment workers union, all disputes which could 
not be amicably settled by representatives of 
the union and the employer concerned were au- 
tomatically referred to the impartial umpire, 
whose decision was to be final. Both unions 
and employers testify to the fairness of Dr. 
Millis' decisions. He also served in a like 
capacity for the newspaper publishers associa- 
tion and the printing-pressmen's union. When 
called to Washington he had just been chosen 
as impartial umpire by General Motors and the 
Auto Workers Union at a reputed salary of 
$25,000 per year. 


FEDERAL COUNCIL SPONSORS NEGRO PROJECTS 
2 


The Federal Council of Churches, under the 
leadership of Dr. George E. Haynes, secretary of 
its department of race relations, is sponsor- 
ing a programof interdenominational cooperation 
of far-reaching importance among Negro church- 
es. Negro church bodies have been even slower 
than white communions to abandon sectarian at- 
titudes and as a result cooperation between 
local church groups has lagged. Through a Na- 
tional Conference of Church Leaders, the first 
of which was held at Durham, N.C. in 1939 and 
the aecond at Atlanta, Ga., in 1290, eis 
planned to develop a far-reaching program of 
local community service and pastoral institutes 
which it is hoped will promote interdenomina- 
tional understanding and cooperation. 


Interdenominational institutes have been es- 
tablished at Tuskegee Institute, Ala., and at 
Alcorn A&M College in Mississippi. At Tuske- 
gee both white and Negro pastors fromrural and 
small town churches join inthe institute. Plans 
are under way for institutes in Ohio and North 
Carolina. A second type of service is that of 
placing rural religious workers in strategic 
areas to do religious extension work in coopera- 
tion with local pastors and churches. These 
workers will do for the churches something of 
the same sort of service as is done by govern- 
ment home and farm demonstration agents in 
other areas of life. One such worker is al- 
ready on the field in Georgia. Through funds 
made available by mission boards a number of 
scholarships are provided forrural Negro minis- 
ters to attend short-term farm schools and 
short-term ministers' institutes at Tuskegee 
each year. The work is carried forward through 
a series of committees dealing with courses of 
study, youth groups and a business committee, 
in cooperation with Dr. Haynes. 


(National C. 0. Council Organized - Con'd.) 
One is to be located at Cooperstown, N.Y., on 
lands of the New York Forestry Department. An- 
other will be located in the Patapasco State 
Forest, 10 miles south of Baltimore. Th) is 
camp will serve asa reception center and young 
men sent here may later be sent to smaller 
units approved by the Director of Selective 
Training and Service. Both these units will be 
under the direction of the American Friends Ser- 
vice Committee. A third unit of this type will 
be operated by the Brethren Service Committee 
at Onokame, Mich. Arrangements have been made 
whereby young men assigned to any of these types 
of alternative service will have their transpor- 
tation paid by the government from their homes 
to the camp and upon the completion of their 
year of service will have transportation paid 
back to their place of residence. State direc- 
tors of selective training and service have re- 
ceived directions to file with the national of- 
fice in Washington weekly reports of all (C.0s. 
adjudged to be sincere in their opposition to 
military training and service, each report to 
be accompanied by the questionnaire filled out 
by the C.0. This will permit the national of- 
fice to assign each man to the typeof work he 
is best qualified to perform. The National Coun- 
cil for Religious Conscientious Objectors will 
be responsible for frequent inspections of the 
camps inorder to see that work and health stan- 
dards are maintained and will file with federal 
authorities weekly reports showing the amount of 
time spenton the job by members of the camp and 
the amount of work completed. 


LAWRENCEVILLE EXPERIMENTS WITH RELIGION IN 
THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


Lawrenceville, Illinois, in the heart of 
the Illinois oil fields, is experimenting wits 
a project of religious education in the public 
schools which has features that are worthy of 
wider application. The churches of the «cd cys 
through the Ministerial Association, have 
worked out a plan of cooperation with tue pub- 
lic schools for a six-week Christian Loyalty 
Program which is carried out im t hie bileai 
school each year in the fall. The student 
body is divided into six groups - one group of 


freshmen, two groups of sophomores, two groups” 


of juniors, and one group of seniors and post-— 
graduate students. Each group elects a stu- 


dent chairman and a faculty advisor and is as-_ 


signed a regular meeting place for t he .sdigg 


weeks of the Christian Loyalty Program. On. 
every Tuesday morning while the project is un=® 


der way these groups meet fora 25-minute dis- 
cussionof the topic assigned for the day. The 


meetings are presided over by the student chair-_ 


man, assisted by the faculty advisor, with one 
of the local pastors as discussion leader. 


Each week the pastors move to a new group, Toes 
that at the end of the six weeks of the Pros 


gram every pastor has met with every group. 


The theme adopted forthe Christian Loyalty 
Program this year was "Religion Our Need," 


which was the discussion topic for the first, 


meeting on October 15th. 
days the following themes were discussed: 
ligion and Democracy, 
Enriching’ Spiritual iLife, 


On succeeding Tues- 
Re- 


Religion and Char- 


7 


Religion and Education, 


acter, the series ending on November 26th with 


the subject, Christian Youth in Action. 


Since each pastor is left free to conducge 


his discussion period as he pleases, it is ob- 
vious that the religious and educational value 


of the experiment is bound to vary with the 
outlook, ability and understanding of the par- 
ticipating pastors. For the maximum of success 
cooperating pastors must bring to the experi- 
ment an educational point of view and must 
avoid those pitfalls which have plagued other 


efforts of the churches and the schools to 


work together. The tendency noted by this ob- 
server of certain pastors of some of the more 
emotional groups to stress the revivalistic 


. 


7 


3 


note through the use of evangelists and evange- 
listic singers in the meetings is a source of 


danger to the success of the project. 
H. Wilhelm, pastor of First Christian Church, 
is a constructive leader in the enterprise. 
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